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received by him on July 27. But it had been evaded and
then rejected by Berchtold, because Sazonov had intended
that the direct conversations should take up modifications
of the terms of Austria's ultimatum. Berchtold was deter-
mined not to enter into any negotiations which might touch
the local issues existing purely between Austria and Serbia.
As an additional reason for his refusal to "converse di-
rectly" on Austro-Serbian relations, he pointed out that
the time for a peaceful settlement of those relations was
passed, since the declaration of war and the opening of
hostilities had already taken place. Consequently, "direct
conversations" between Vienna and St. Petersburg had
come to a halt, with the result that Sazonov was much
incensed.89 Sazonov concluded, though mistakenly, that
because Berchtold flatly refused to discuss Austro-Serbian
relations, he was also unwilling to converse at all w:th
Russia.
To reopen "direct conversations" Bethmann now sent
three more telegrams to Vienna very late on Wednesday
night. After mentioning the hopeful interchange of tele-
grams which had begun between the Kaiser and the Tsar, he
passed on Sazonov's information that Russia had decided to
mobilize in her four southern districts, but added, calmingly,
that this was "far from meaning war"; the Russian army
might be a long time under arms without crossing the fron-
tier, and Russia wanted to avoid war if in any way possible.
It had been pointed out to Sazonov that Austria would
probably take counter-measures and thus start the ball
rolling. Sazonov was complaining that "direct conversa-
tions" were making no headway, "Hence we must ur-
gently request, in order to prevent a general catastrophe,
or at least to put Russia in the wrong, that Vienna inaugu-
8$ For this abortive result of the proposals for "direct conversations,"
see A.R.B., II, 73, 95; III, 16, 17, 19, 20; and above ch, viii, at notes)
80-88, and oelow ch. x, at note 4.